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with the reequipment and re ‘zation must be viewed under the aspect
of adjustment to conditions se of employment of atomic weapons.
The extensive equipment with ‘ed personnel carriers and improved
carbines and submachine guns d.. *he last 2 years resulted in better
protcction and increased mobility 2 goldier on the battlefield.
Of tle reequipment of artillery un’ ;ich is 8till under way, the
exches. e within the mechanized and divisions of medium mortars for
light bhowitzers is worth noting. Thi ochange is resulting in an increase

of the r~inges of the divi le. :d se basis for a dispersal
of force: i depth and w ack, as well] fense. Increased
efficienc; was also obta: e Tlat-traj tillery of
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unprotected targets" explains the fact that some of the AT guns of AT

Arty Brigades were exchanged for gun howitzers and guns, whereby the
artillery fire power was increased at the expense of the armor-piercing
capacity. It is furthermore believed that the tank of the new type (T-547%,
an increasing number of which is continually arriving, considerably exceeds
the 0ld type of medium tank with regard to mobility, accurascy of fire and
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ter the departure of the Soviet units to the summer caups
ve possible to definitely clarify aim and volume of the
; reequipment program and to draw conclusions as tc basic
cuanfes of the Soviet tadtical doctrine 25X1

25X1

2. liotorized Rifle Division

a. Itz Rifle Regt

(1) most observations indicate that the regiments are still
equipped with 4 SU-76 guns. For some time, individual SU-1CC
cuns have been observed with several regiments. Four to 8
3U-7€¢ guns were scen with a libz Rifle Regt in llauer-Oehling
in Austria.

It is possible that either SU-76 guns are to be exchanged for
SU~100 guns or SU-100 guns are to be allotted in addition %o
the available SU-76 guns.

(2) The eguipmen} with &7 gung

AT ¢ m w&r es of weapons cbserved
inclus wm sand ‘85-mm guns. Up to
12 x Byﬁﬁﬁkfﬂhs @ 12 % 57-mm AT guns were observed at a time
in Weissenfels (174th Gds 1tz Rifle Regt/57th Gds 1tz Rifle Div).
Up to 12 x 85-mm guns were also observed with the 112%th Mtz Rifle
Regt of the 30th Gds Itz Rifle Div in Plauen. Since, however, the
location of the AT Ariy Bns of the two divisions is undetermined,
the 12 % 85-rm cuns may have belonged tc the AT Bus. Un tc § % Ofemn
cuns, in addition to §7-mm AT guns, were seen with a 1Ttz Rfle
Regt in Eisenstadt in Austria.
Considering all circumstances, particularly the possibility of
errors of obgservation, it is assumed that the eguipment with A7
¢cuns of a Mtz Rifle Regt includes:

S ox 85/7€-mm guns assigned to the antitank battery of the regiment

pably. Zighteen 57-mn

% Oy

6 x 57-mm AT guns assigned to the antitank batteries of the
battalions (each 2).
Summarizing, it can be said that weapons of the AT company of the
regiment were exchanged for guns of a larger caliber, while the
battalions are believed to be still equipped with 57-mm AT funs.

(3) In early llarch 1955, 4 four-barreled and 6 twin-barreled AA
machine guns were seen during an unloading of elements of the
288th Gds Itz Rifle Regt of the 94th Gds Itz Rifle Div in Wisnar.
This tends to indicate that the 6 x 12.7-mm AA machine cuns
believed to be assigned to motorized rifle regiments are exchanged
for TSPU-type AA machine guns, while the equipment with AA guns
of Lotorlzeu rifle regiments is being increased and improved.

D ank SP Reé:t

Available Information indicates no changes in the organization and
equipment of a Tank SP Regt, the equipment of which is still believed
tc consist of

42 to 52 T-34/85 tanks (4-7 companies and 2 tanks of the Regt Ilg

16 SU-100 guns (3 companies and 1 SP gun of the Bn Iig)

1 AA machine gun company or 1 company with 4 x 37-mm AA suns on oun

notor carriages
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c. Gun Arty Rept.

e Té-mm guns of some units were replaced by 85-mm guns, so that the
Gun Arty Regts are assumed to be organized as follows:
Guns: 2 battalions totaling 24 x 76-mn guns or 12 x 76-mm guns and
12 x 65-mn guns;
Towitzers: 1 battalion with 12 x 122-mm howitzers.
o 10C-um AT guns were observed.

d. How Arty Regt

How Ay N
24 = Ml

B epparently still organized and equipped as follows:
tzers (2 battalions) *
12 x - ars (1 battalion)
The presence of 160-mm mortars at the Hagenow and Naumburg nosts wa
confirmed. No weapons other than mentioned were seen.

]

2. AT _Art*g Bll

The majority of observations indicate that the equipment of AT Arty
Bns does not include 57-mm AT guns. Individual guns of this type were
presumably attached to the battalions for training purposes. In Austria,
S5T-mm AT guns were also no longer observed. Mthough 76-mm guns are still
observed, it is believed that, after completion of the reequipment, the
LF Arty Bns will be equipped exclusively with 85-mm guns. The umits are
assumed to be organized as follows:

3 batteries totaling 12 x 85/76-mm guns.

T. AAA B
llost observations confirm the equipment with 12 x 37-mm A4 guns and 4 to
€ x 85-mm AA guns. The AAA Bns are organized either into:
3 batteries, each of 4 x 37-mn AK puns (totaling 12 cuns); and
1 to 2 batteries, each of 4 x 85-nm AA guns (totaling 4 to & suns):
or, morc probably, into:
2 batteries, each of 6 x 37-mm AA guns (totaling 12 guns); and
2 batieries, each of 4 x 5-mm AA guns (totaling 8 guns).

There is none.

e Zngr Bn
Ilc usable information has been received on the organization and equipnent
angr Bns.

e}
of

i. Liotorcyclc Riflemen Bn

According to motor vehicles observed‘ the 25X1

battalion is equipped as Tollows:
2l armored personnel carriers (1 company):
40 %o 50 motorcycles (1 company).

3

J- Sigmal Bn

‘ the Signal Bns are organized as 25X1

follows:
leadquarters company
Radio company
Telephone company
Training unit (in nost cases a platoon).

. Hew InTantry Weapons

According to observations at various posts in the Soviet Zones of Germany
and Austria, the units are being equipped with new-type carbines and
subrachine guns. No figures are yet available.

25X1
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Liechanized Division

a. llecz Regt

It can definitely be said that mechanized regimentc in the Coviet Loneg
of Germany and Austria are assigned only 2 mechanized battalions.

{2} In most cases, the Tank Bn is equipped with 21 T-34 tanks. Thirty-two
tanis Wnre observed with mechanized reginents of mechanized divisions
of rifle armies.

Jlechanized regiments of 5 different mechanized divisions in the Sovietl
Zene of Cermany were equpped with at least 3 3U-100 or J3U-122 gung,
while in Austria SP guns were observed w*tu 5 mechanized reginente
including one reglnent in Klosterneubury which was assigned as much as

6 U=100 guns. It ig, therefore, gquite Qe nitely believed that the
nechanized regiments received SP puns either in exchange for, or in
addition te, tanks. Although no definite information has been received on
the number of SP guns, it is assumed that the mechaniged regiments were
assigned 1 SP gun company which either was directly subordinate to the
regiment or, pogsibly, belonged to the tunk battalion.

Ny

{4) The Arty Bn is being reequipped with £5-mm guns; however, 76-mm cuns were
51111l observed. The battalions were equipped as previously with D7-mm AT
suns. The nechanized regiments are therefore believed to be equipped
az follows:

12 x 85/76-mm guns (Arty Bn)
2 57-mm AT guns (4 with each battalion).

(2% The mortar battalions are confirmed to be still equipped with 12 x 52-mn
vortars and & x 120-mm mortars and the mortar companies of the battalions
with ¢ x S2-mm mortars. The equipment with nortars of a nechanized
regiment thus consists of

24 x 82-mn nortars and

S x 120-rm mortars.

L. Liedivm Tarlk Resit

The organization of Iledium Tank Regts of mechanized divisions of »ifle armies
cared to be the same as that of lledium Tanic Regts of mechanized divisions
of mechanized armies in the Soviet Zone of Germany. Medium Tanic Regtc arc
"“uwcd to be organized as follows:
3 Tank Bns, eacn with 21 T-34 tanks and 2 tanks assigned to the resimental
headguarters, totaling 44 to 65 tanks
1 3P Gun Bn wi th 21 aP guns {SU-100, JSU-122 and JSU-152
1 Submachine Gun Bn {in peacetine, usually in the streng
Jo Th-mm AT guns were seen with ledium Tanl: Regts.
In Austria, no 3P guns were observed with the ledium Tank Regt of the 13th
Gds llecz Div. This observation cannot be explained. 3Similar obscrvations
e made with Iledium Tank Reots of Mecz Divs of the KVP, which are alseo
1ed no SP Bns

g
(AR

1 of a company ).

c. v Tank 3P Regt

The previous assumption that these units included a medium tank company can no
longer be supported. The majority of Heavy Tani 3P Regts of llecz Divs are
assunied to be organized as follows:
2 Tank Bns, each with 21 J5-2 and J3-3 tanks and 2 tanks assigned to the
regimental headquarters
5P Cun Bn with 21 JSU-122 guns (occasionally still with 3U-100 sans
Submachine Gun Bn
vattery with 6 x 37-mm AA guns on gun mount carriages
Sone ilv Tank SP Regt of llecz Divs, however, include only 1 Tanlt Bn, but & 3P
Gun Dns.
The 3U-10C guns are increasingly being replaced by J3U-122 guns. The share of
J3=2 and ug-z tanks could not be determined.
de Tank Training Bn
According to observations in the Soviet Zone of Germany, tank training bLattalions
are ,uulpned with 20 to 25 tanks and SP guns of various types, usually with
12 to 16 medium tanks
2 to 5 heavy tanks and
%3 to 9 medium and heavy SP guns
A1l mecheniz ed and tank divisions in the Soviet Zone of Germany incliude tani:
trainiang battalions.
e . ow Arty Re
”W"’Wm:fﬁbfﬁ_Re~ts arec still organlzed into: 2 bat*a“loﬂo. pduh with 12 x
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lortar Regt.

4 partial reequigment with 122-mm howitzers was definitely determined. It

remaing to be seen whether the remuining mortars will be ulso rerlaced by

howitzers,

(1) Cbservations in the Soviet Zone of Germany indicate the following
organization: 25X1
1 battalion with 12 x 122-mm howitzers

1 battalion with 12 x 160-mm or 18 x 120-mm mortars
Lortars with a caliber of 160 mm were confirmed with the 7th Gds Mecz Div.

(2) The 13th Gds Mecz Div in Austria is also equipped with at least 12 x 127-mm

howitzers. the mortar regiment «f the division
is no longer in existence., lnstead, a 1022d Arty Regt is for the first
time mentioned as belonging to the division. It may well be possible
that the mortar regiment was replaced by a How Arty Regt. Since

4 x T6-~:m AT zuns were also observed with a mortar regiment in

Austiia, the mortar regiments musy be organized as follows (this
organization possibly represents the aim of the reequirment und
reorganization):

2 battaliongy each with 12 x 122-mm howitzers
1 battery with 4 x 76~-mm AT guns as organic antitunk defense.

(3) The 1 to 3 ¥-13 rocket launchers which were previcusly seen were
no longer observed.

AAA Regt,
Accordin ; to observations at various posts in the Soviet Zone of ,Germany,
these units are believed to be equipped and organized as followsk

12 x 85-mm Ai guns (3 batteries, each with 4 7A4 guns)

12 x 37-mm A4 guns (2 batteries, each with 6 AA guns)

16 x 12.7-mm AA machine guns (1 company) or 1 company with fwin-barreled
and/or four-barreled AA machine guns of TSPU type, caliber 14.5 mm.

RL Ban.

available information indicates that the RL Bns are requipped as
previously with

12 rocket launchers.

In addition to M-13-type rocket launciers, M-3l-type rocket launchers
have been recently observed.

Reconnaissance Bn.

25X1

According to weapons and motor vehicle the battalion
is orgunized as follows:

10 T-34 tanks (1 company)

some 20 armored personnel carriers and scout cars (1 company)
some 100 motorcycles (2 companies)

4 x 75-mm AT guns ( 1 battery)

There are also indications of moratas attached to motorcycle riflemen
companies. No AT guns with a caliber larger than 57-mm have been observed
so far.

kngr Bn,

No definite information has been received on the organization and equipment
of the Engr Bn., It is believed that the battalion is equipped with TMP bridge
building equirment.

Signal 3m.

The unit is believed to be organized as follows:
Headquarters company Telephone company
Radio company Training unit.

25X1
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4. Tank Division

2. Hedium Tank Regt.

(1) There are only tank battalions and no SP guns battalions. The medium tank
regiments of several tank divisions are organized into 3 medium tank
battaiions. This definitély applies to the 25th Taik Div of thé Fourth
Gds Mecz 4irmy and the 6th Gds Tank Div of the Third Gds Mecz Army and,
probably, to the 7th Gds Tank Div of the Third Gds Meds Army. The
medium tank regiments of the majority of the tank divisions are,
however, believed to beprganized into 2 medium tank battalions and 1
heavy tunk battalion. In any case, the total number of tanke assigned
to one regiment is 65 (with 21 tanks for each battalion and 2 tanks for
the regimental headquarters).

(2) There are no indications that the 4 x 57-mn AT guns of the submachine
sun battalion were rerlaced by guns of z larger czliber.

(3) The medium tunk regiment is believed to be organized as follows:

2 battalions each with 21 medjum tanks (so far T-34s)

1 buttalion with 21 heavy tanks (JS=2 or JS=3s) or a third medium
tank battalion

1 small submachine gun battalion with 4 x 57-mm AT guns

1 44 machine gun company with 9 x 12,7-mm Af machine guns

1 headquarters company with 2 T-34/85 tank: and several armored
cersonnal carrierse.

(4) Beginning in November 1954, scme of the tank divisions in t..- 3oviet
Zene of Germany have been equipped with tunks of a new type (T=547) LPwieg—-
to early March 1955, at least 350 tanks of the new type a2rrived in
from the USSR in several shipments.,

rior to early March, the following number of new-type tanks arrived for
the tank divisions mentioned:

some 70 tanks for the 12th Gds Tank Div
e 50 tanks for the 10th Gds Tank Div
om2 30 tanks for the 6th Gds Tank Div
cme2 70 or 90 tanks for the 7th Gds Tank Div
ome 30 tanks for the 9th Tunk Div
e 20 tanks for the 11th Gds Tank Div

w0 u
IS
5
>

“ u on

1

he divisions mentioned thus received a total of 270 to 290 tunks. It hug
not yet been determined, to which units the remaining 60 to 80 tunks were
agsigned. It could not be observed that old tanks were turned in. The new
tank probabl, is to replace the T-34/85 tank, rather than the JS tunk. This
assumption is supported by thz fact that several divisions have already

\ received more tanks of the new tyPe than their equipment of ,‘eavy tanis. derer~

‘

+3

ve Hv Tank SP Regt,

m

Tue unit is 2111l orgunized as follows:

2 hezvy tunk battalions (each with 21 JS-2 and JS=3 tunks)

1 hravy 5P gun battalion (21 JSU-122 guns, only .4 few SU-100 suns )

1 submachine gun battalion

1 AA. company (6 x 37-mm AA guns on gun mount carriages).

It iz belioved that all SU-100 guns will be re;laced by JSU-122 guns. Including
the 2 tanks of the regimental headquarters, the equipmsnt with arrored vehicles
¢l th: regiment consists of:

44 JS=3 and JS-2 tanks

?1 JSU-122 guns ( in scme cases a few SU-100 suns)

The only exception is the Hv Tank SP Regt of the 1lth Gds Tank Div which,
according to previous information, was organized into 3 heavy tank battalions. No
recent confirmation has been received.

25X1
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Tunk Training Bo.

The eguipment with tanks and 3P guns is similsr to that of the tunk training
b.ttulion of the mechanized divisions (see liecz Div.) The older types of
weapons occasionally observed with the tunk training battalions are still
uged for training purposes.

Arty Rect.

Mviilable information confirms assumptions, sccording to which the Arty Regt
i: orgunized into a howitzer battalion and o gun battalion with

12 x 122-mm howitzers (1 battalion) -nd

12 x 76/85-mm guns (1 battalion).

Part of the 76-mm guns werc re;laced by 85-mm guns.

iccording %o observations in Neustrelitz, the Arty Regt of the $th Ods Tank
Div may be equipped with 24 x 122-mm howitzers. #inal conclusions cun be
<rawn only after supplementary information sund information from other posts
hag baan received.

lortir Regt.

As is the case with the mechanized divisions, the mortars of the ilortar Regt
of the tunk divisions were also replaced by 122-mm howitzers. It is assumed
thiat zmost of the Mortar Regts have received 24 x 122-mm howitzers and have
turned in their mortars. Since the fall of 1954, tno mortars have been
observed with the 9th Gds Tank Div, the 10th Gds Tank Div, the 12th Gds Tank
Div and the 25th Tank Dive It was determinedkhat the mortirs of the 10th Gds
Tank Div were turned in. Individual 160-mm morturs were still observed with
ne mortar regiments of the 7th Gds Tunk Ziv und the 9th Tunk Div after the
111 of 1954. It is thersfore &%initely b:lieved that the 170C-mm morturs were
turnzd in. The2 mortar regiments are beli-ved to be now organized as folliows:

Fhoor e

2 battalions, esch with 12 x 122-mm howitzers (How Arty Regt) or
1 bottelion with 12 x 122 howitzers
1 basttalion with 12 x 160-mm mortars.

Therz are only vague indications of the latter possibility. After the
reequipmant with howitzers, the previous designution "ioratar Regt" is no
longer justified.

The 1 to 3 i-13 rocket launchers previously seen were no longer observed ofter

tne reequipnment.

Ahh Regt,
According to av.ilable informaticn, the AA4 Regts of the Tank Divs are
orgunized similarly to those of the Mecz Divs:

12 x 85-um .a guns (3 batteries, ezch with 4 guns)

12 x 37-mm A4 guns (2 batteries, each with 6 guns)

16 (?) ¢ 14.5-um TSPU-type A4 machine guns (twin und/or four-barreled); 1
COmGANY »

New A4 machine guns mounted on armored personnel carriers were seen with the
12th Gde Tank Div. Sixteen 85-mm iA guns wers seen with the AAA Regts of the
Oth Gds Tank Div in Neustrelitz and the 12th Gds Tank Div in Neuruppin. It is,
therefore, reasonable to believe that the AAA Regts were requipped with at
least 12 x 85-mm A4 guns.

RL Bu.
Cvserv.tions at various posts indicated that the RL Bns were

equipped as previously with 12 rocket launchers. In addition to
fi-13 rccket launchers, Ii-31 rocket launclhiers were recently observed.

25X1
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The itz Rifle Regt of a tunk division is assigned more artillery weuzpons
N\ than that of a Mtz Rifle Div. Its eguipment reseml hat of a mechanized
N reginentedwt It does not include a tank battaliom; gonly an additional rifle
S vattalion. Amart from infantry weapons, the Mtz lele Regt is equipped with
the folleowing weaponss
12 x 85/76~mm guns (Arty Bn)
12 x 57-mm AT guns (4 for each buttalion)
6 x 120-mm mortars (Mort Bn)
30 x 02-mm mortars (12 for the Mort 3n and 6 for each Rifle Bn)
£ x 12,7-rm twin-bsrreled A4 machine guns (\A machine gun Co)

Mcst of the 76-mm guns were replaced b, 85-mm guns.

i. Reconnaissance Bne

The organization agrees with that of a reconnaissance Bn of the Mech Divs:

10 T=%4 tanks {1 company)
sbout 20 armored personnel carriers and scout cars (1 compaay)
about 100 motorcycles (2 companies)
A x §7-mm AT zuns (1 battery).
No c..libers heavier thaan 57 wmm were observed.
Je  tngr Bne
No definite inform:tion has been received on organization asd ejuipnint of
this type o unit. Several observations tend to indicate that the equipnent
includes TM bridge-building equi.nent.
k. Signal Ba.
The bott:.lion is believed to “e organized similar to that of tho Lecz Div:
headquerters company
radio ccrpany
telejphone company
training unit.

5.  Corps Arty Brig (litz Rifle Corps)

a. According to observations in Gera (308th .rty Brig/XVIII OJds Mtz Rifle Corps)
and Merseburg (76th Arty Brlg/XXIX Gds Mtz Rifle Corps),
it is believed that the brigade is organized as follows:

1 T Regt with 20 to 24 x 100-mm AT guns

1 How Arty Regt with 24 x 122-mm howitzers

1 Gun How Regt with 24 x 152-mm gun howitzers
1 1AA Btry with 6 x 37-mm AKX guns

Severul additional 76-mm guns, presumably training weapons, were also observed.
Reports on transportation indicated that 152-mm gun howitzers were chipp.d

to Gera in early November 1954. After that date, guns of this type were
continually seen there.

b, The 4th Gds Arty Brig of the IX Mtz Rifle Corps in Schwerin may be organized
differently, namely into
1 AT Regt with 20 to 24 x 100-mm AT guns
1 How arty Regt with 24 x 122-mm howitzers
1 Gun Arty Regt with 36 x 122-mm guns and
Ahn Dettery with 6 x 37-mm aA guns

—

The following observations indicated that the zquipment of this unit inclules

122-mm guns:

(1) In November 1954, a shipment of 36 x 122-mm guns went from Potsdum to Schwerin
(turned in by 34th Arty Div) in 1 shipment of ammunition went from Potsdam to
Schwerin.

(2) The same number of 122-mm guns were seen at the Schwerin post, as well as with
shipments of the 4th Gds Arty Brig.

(3) Sixteen 122-mm guns were also observed during loadings in Burg (304th Arty Brg
/IXXIX Mtz Rifle Corps). It is therefore possible that the organization of the
Corps Arty Brigs of the Third Shock Army differs from that of the Corps Arty
Brigs of the ©ighth Gds Army.

25X1
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In spite of the dif erences, there i. no doubt that the Corps

‘rty Brigade: were reequipned, one of the iT regiments being
replaced by & 152-mm gun howitzer regiment or = 122-mm gun regimert,
The previouzly observed 12 x 152-mm howitzers were no longer
observed; the regiments are not mixed,

It ic noted that, in spite of the fact that punc, particularly 100-m:
AT guns, were turned in by the artiller; brigades in November and
December 1954, some 20 gunc of this type were till reported from

the posts, Although the possibility of errors of observation must he
taken into consideration, it is possible thet 100-mm AT Regto ore
assigned to the Corps ‘rty Brigades,

Tixed irty Brigade (Rifle Army)

Jince no definite information has been received on the 4.th Arty
Brig of the Third Shock irmy in Altengrabow for the la:t 2 year:, the
following evaluation is based exclucively on observationc in
Atenburg (43d Gds Arty Brig/Tighth Gds Army).

=

Previously, the two brigades were believed to be organized = follows:

(1) 44%h irty Brig,

ot

12 x 76~mm gunc (1 battalion)

12 x 100-mm AT quns (1 battalion)

12 x 122-mm guznc (1 battalion)

12 x 152-mn howitzers {1 battalion
€ x 37-mm Al guns (1 battery)

'2) 434 Gds Arty Drig.

12 x 76=mm guns {1 battalion)
12 x 100~mm *7 guns (1 batialion)

24 x 152-mm gun howitzers (2 battalions)
; 37~mm 1 cuns {1 battery)

&,

The majority of reports from Altenburg tends to indicate thet the
433 Gdc Arty Brig ic now organized as follouss

s observed)

1 battalion with 85-mm guns (12 su:
7 guns obssrved)

1 battalion with 100~mm AT runc Z

2 battalionz with 152emm gun howitze;L {18 guns observed)25x1

Athough no 27-mm AA guns were seen, it is assumed that the battery is
(=) 7 o $ v
still in existerce., The present organization does not show major changes

over the

replaced by 80=-rm guns.

!

in Altenburg reported 16 x 122-mm guns in addition to the
other calivers, If[:j:::f]did not confuse 152~mm gun howitzers with
122-mm guns, the brigade may be organized into regiments, which does
not appear very prob8ble, howevers

1 regiment with 12 x 85emm and 12 x 100-mm guncs

1 regiment with 16 x 122~mm guns

1 regiment with 152-mm gun howitzers (2 battelions with a
. total of 24 gun howitzers)

On the other hand, there is the pos:ibility of a compromise hetween the
orcanizations mentioned in paragraphs c¢ and 4,

25X1
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47 Brigade (Rifle Army)

a., 3ince the inctalletions of the T artillery brigade and the artillory
brigade in Altenburg are located very close together, observation:s
there (38th AT Brig7Eighth Gds Army) do not allow definite conclusionc
on the organization and equipment of the br.gade. AT guns of all
calibers and howitzers ofvarious types were reported,

b. According to available information, at leas: 2 T re imentc, each with
24 x S5-mnm guns, are believed to be ctation:d in Brandenburg (20th AT
Brig/Third Shock Army), It is undetermired, whethér the 100-mm AT gun
regiment which transferred from Brandenburg to llagdeburg is still

_subordinate to the brigade or not, the more s0 since 35-mm guns have
been exclusively reported in the Flak ¥aserie in I‘azd:burg after the
fall of 1954,

c. It is assumed that the AT Brigade of a rifle army is -1ill organized
ac follows:
2 regiments, each with 24 x 85-mm gunn
1 regiment with 20 to 24 x 100-mm AT ;uns
1 battery with 6 x 37-mm A" guns

AT gurns of =z smaller caliber, which were occasirnally obcerved are believed
to be training weapons which do not belong to tle stzndard equipment and
will probably be replaced in the course of the :-eequipment.

d., Several observations in Altenburg and Brandinburg in Februsry and .larch
1955 vaguely indicate that a partial reequi:ment of the AT brigades with
the new type of 122-mm (?) guns may be unde: way, [ ]the two 25X1
posts oblserved guns, the description of whith did not agree with any
of the known types although, acrording to tle length of their barrel,
the weapons observed muct be guns, Furtherm(-re, & ne prime mover with
T-34 chascis vhich may serve as prime mover for the new 122-mm (?) gun
wa:r observed in Brandenburg,

Light Arty Brigade (lechanized Army)

s, Observationc in Yoeberitz (2d Light Arty Brg Second Gds llecz rmy)
and Bernau (71st Light Arty Brig/Fourth Gds ileez Army) indicated that
light artillery brigades are organized as fillowst

AT regiment with 24 x 85~mm guns

AT regiment with 20 to 24 x 100-mm ..T guns

howitzer artillery regiment with 24 % 152-mm howitzers
A4 battery with 6 x 37-mm 41 gunc

(I A

Several 57-mm AT guns and 76-mn guns presumsbly served as additional
training weapons.

b. According to reports on transportation, 152.mm field howitzers arrived
in ¥ovember 1954 in Doeberitz, Bernau and Xoenigsbrueck (U/i Light irty
Brig/First Gdo Meecz Army), These observations confirm ‘the reequipment of
the brigades, in the course of which an AT :'egiment was replaced by a
howitzer regiment; 152-mm howitzers were continually observed at the
posts,

25X1

SECRET

Approved For Release 2008/03/24 : CIA-RDP80-00810A006500630002-2



10.

11.

Approved For Release 2008/03/24 : CIA-RDP80-00810A006500630002-2 25X1

SECRET

¢. In spite of the faft that 100-mm AT guns were turned in in December
1954 (reports on transportation), it is noted that gunc of this type

were still observed; some 22 guns seen in Doeberitz, If these observations

are correct, the 100-rm AT gun regiment must still be in existence,

d. The previous designation "Light Arty Brig" no longer appeurs adequate
after the reequipment with 152-mm howitzers.

AT Prigade (IV Arty Corps)

Neither in Prora (4th AT Brig) nor in Fostock (3d Gds AT Brig) could a
reequipment with 152~mm howitzers be observed. It is therefore believed
thot the brigede is still orgarnized as followss

2 regiments each with 24 x 85-mm guns

1 AT regiment with 20 to 24 x 100-mm AT guns

The organization of the AT brigacdes of the IV Arty Corps thus differs from
thet of the light artillery brigades of the mechanized armies, which

appearc probable, AT brigades with exclusively AT weapons are believed
to be available only with the IV Arty Corps (end the rifle armies ?7)

New type of 12C-mp (?) guns

a. Observations in Altenburg (38th irmy T Brig), Brandenburg (20th .irmy
AT Brig) and llerseburg (76th Arty Brig) tended to indicate that these
brigades received individual 122-mm (?

A1l sources pointed out that they did not ses guns of thic type in the
Soviet Zone of Germany befcre,

b, In thiz connection, i1t is worth no'ing that approxim:tely 500 soldiers
arrived for the 76th /irty Drig in llerseburg on 20 January 1955,

¢, On 10 and 12 Februvary, shipments of gunc which were referred to as
. . /, . .
"heavy AT guns" arrived vie Frankfurt/Oder, Since the arrival of 100-mn

AT gunc appears lec. probable, rew 12.-mm (?) gunc may hove been involved,

d. The observotion of new prime moverc with T-3Z4 chascis in frandenburg in

liarch 1955 may be also an indication of the new gun, iAvailcble photogrophs

indicate that the new gsun is towed by prime movers cf this type.

Asd Division,

a, Accordirg to observations of shipmentc and at posts, there cre two
typew of AdA divicions: -

(1) 454 Div consisting of 2 medium and 2 light regiments, as observed
in the Soviet Zone of Germany; and
2) 1:A Div consicting of 1 medium and 3 light regimentc as oboerved
/ & &
in fustrie exclusively,

25X1
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b, The regimentis nre organized and equipped a5 followss

(1) 1ledium A4 Regt with 4 batteriws, each with 4 x 85-mm
totaling 1€ x £5-mm AL guns; and
1 44 machine gun company with 16 = 12,7-mm AL machine gunc.
{2) Light A Degt with 4 batteries, each with € x 37-rm AA suns,
totaling 24 x 37-mn i gunsi and
1 AL machine gun company with 16 x 12,7-mm A4 guns,

muns,

t i expected that the 24 machine pun companies will be reequipped with
4,0=mn TEPU-type twin-barreled and foub~barreled A guns.,

It cou 18 nov be determined that the batteries were ascigned 6 x S55-mnm A4 guns,
There are a@lso no indicationc for the exictence of new ST-m: 0 gunc in the
‘oviet ‘onec of lermany and ‘ustria,

c, L ouormal . Division is thvo organized ac followss

2 medium AL regtc, each with 4 batteries with 4 guns each, totaling

32 x {5emm AL guns,

2 light AAL Tegus, each with 4 batteries with ¢ gunc ezsh, totaling 48

x 37-mm AL guns,

1 44 machine gun compary of 16 L' machine gurnc assigned to each regiment,

totaling 64 x 12,7~-mm A. machine guns. )
In addition: a division AAL school with 2 “raining bal.eries with 37~mm and
85-mm A% guns and a division driving school.
The division /A% school was also confirmed with the AA. Divisions sictioned
in fustria. “winebar eled and four-barreled .. guns observed in lustir
to indiczte that the AL machine gun compenies cre being reequipvped.

6th Airty Div

n observation bhattalion and » signal batialion were

a, It i: acsumed that an
ivision as divisional unitc,

acsizsned to the di

b, Light How Brig

3ince the fall of 1954, the following numbers of 122-mm howitzers were

seen with the 18th How Brig:

on three octasions, lesc than 403

on 4 occasion:, more than 563 an

on one oc:asion, 72,

Zeports on transportation indicated that the 7(~mm runs, which were
previously observed, were turned in in Janucry 1954, A few gunc of thic
type were still observed. Up to 12 x 85-mm and 7O-mm guns werc repeatedly
observed at the same time, The brigade is believed to be organized as
follows:

5 battelions, each of 3 hatteric: with 4 x 122-mm hovitzers each,
totaling 60 x 122~mm howitzers
1 AT battalion of 3 to 4 batter1e~ each, Wltk 4 to 6 guns, totaling
12 to 18 x 85/(C—HW ouns,
The AT battelion may be equipped exclusively with 85-m: guns. In this case,
the 76emm guns are additional training weapons. It is assumed that the guns
2re orgenized in one battalion, This arraongement does not exclude the
possibility that they are attached to the howitzer battalions and batteries
during employment,

25X1
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Medium How Brig.

No informatimhas been received on the 10th How Brig in Altengrabow
after the fall of 1952. Prior to sznd including, the fall of 1952, the
following organization had been assumed:

4 battalions, each of 3 batteries with 4 x 152-mm howitzers
each totaling 48 x 152-mm howitzers.
1 AT battalion with at least 12 x 85/76-mm guns.

Heavy How Brig.

Up to 23 x 203-~-mm howitzers were observed at a time with the 124th Hv

How Brig in Brandenburg, in addition to 12 x 122-mm howitzers and 4 x
85/76-mm guns. Since a joint employment of 203-mm and 1228howitzers appears
rather improbablyg for ballistic and tactical reasons, the 122-mm howitzers
are assumed to be additional training weapons whereas the AT guns are
believed to be an organic component of the equipment of the brigade and to
number more than 4 guns. The brigade is thus believed to be organized as
follows:

3 to 4 heaby howitzers battalions each of 3 batteries with 3
guns, each totaling 27 to 36 x 203-mm howitzers.
1 AT battalion ? of approximately 12 x 85/76-mm guns

Additional weapons for peace-time tralining: 12 x 122-mm howitzers. There is
also the potsibilitg that the heavy howitzers batteries are assigned only 2
howitzers as was frquently observed during World War II. Since, however,

3, 6 or 9 guns with 1, 2 or 3 field kitchens were observed during the
majority of loadings observed. it was assumed that 3 howitzers were
assigned to a battery.

Heavy Mortar Brig.

According to observations in Rathenow and loadings and shipments observed,
the 65th Mortar Brig is assumed to be organized as follows:

4 battalions, each of 3 batteries with 4 x 160-mm martars each,
totaling 48-x-160~um mortars

The 82-mm and 120-mm mortars are believed to be additional training weapons,
The brigade probably includes a training unit (1 - 2 batteries ?).

RL Brig.

Prior to the summer of 1954, it was believed that the RL brigades were
organized into 4 to 5 battalions equipped with an equal number of M-31 and
M-13 rocket launchers. Between June and December 1954, a total of 35 rocket
launchers of ghew type arrived. Reports on transportation tended to indicate
that rocket launchers of the old type were turned in. It is assumed that
M~31 were assigned to tank and mechanized divisions in the Soviet Zone of
Germany. A shipment of 8 M~31 rocket launchers went from Rathenow to Rosslau
(7th Gds Tank Div) in early October 1954, Although some questions still
exists, the 25th Gds RL Brig is assimed to be organized as follows:

3 battalions, each of 3 batteries with 4 new-type rocket launchers
each, totaling 36 rocket launchers

1 to 2 battalions, each of 3 batteries with 4 old-type rocket

launchers each, totaling 12 to 24 M-13 and M-31 rocket launchers

On the other hand the available M-13 rocket launchers may be additional
training weapéns not beldnging to the regular equipment.

25X1
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13, 34tn Arty Div.

Qe

Co

It is believed that the following divisional units are assigned to the
division: 1 observation battalion, 1 signal battalion, and 1 artillery
training battalion, the latter consisting of 2 to 3 batteries with 12-mm
guns, 152-mm guns howitzers and, possibly, 1 batbery with 76-mm (?) guns.

According to observations in Potsdam, as well as loadings and shipments
observed, it is assumed that the division is composed of 3 mixed gun
artillery brigades. The battalions subordinate to the brigades are
believed to be equipped with one type of weapon each since shipments in
the strength of a battalion always included not more than one type of art
artillery piece, The brigade is thus believed to be organized as follows:

1 battalion of 3 to 4 battéries, each with 4 x 152-mm gun howitzers,
totaling 12 to 16 x 152~mm gun howitzers

1 battalion of 3 to 4 batteries, each with 4 x 122-mm guns, totaling

12 to 16 x 122-mm guns, and, in addition to the battalions, possibly

1 to 2 batteries, each of 4 x Té-mm guns.

The 34th Arty Div is theefore equipped with a total of

36 to 48 x 152-mm gun howitzers
36 to 48 x 122-mm guns
12 to 24 x T6-mm AT guns

plus the artillery pieces assigned to the training battalion.

The following observations are worth noting:

(1) On 18 November 1954, the 34th Arty Div received a railshipment of 35
x 152-mm gun howitzers from the USSR.

(2) On 24 November 1954, 36 x 122-mm guns were shipped from Potsdam to
Schwerin by rail (Consignee: 4th Gds Arty Brig of IX Mtz Rifle Corps).

(3) On 25 November 1954, a shipment of ammunition, presumably for 122-mm
guns, went from Potsdam to Schwerin.

In spite of the arrival of 152-mm gun howitzers and the turning in of

122-mm guns, the equipment with artillery pieces of the 34th Arty Div in

Potsdam did not show any changes in amount or in type. There is reason to

believe that the 122-mm guns and 152-mm gun howitzers were cénfused. Further

information is needed to definitely clsrify the equipment of the 34th Arty
Div,

14, Various Units. 25X1

Qe

Full-track amphibious vehicles,

(1) An unidentified unit with 86 track-laying amphidious vehd¢les is
known and has been continually confirmed at Sperenberg. The unit was
probably activated from the engineer regiment of GSFG in Bernburg; it is

unknown whether the unit is still subordinate to the engineer regiment.
. 25X1

(2) A second unit with amphibious vehicles of the same type is being
activated, this unit is believed to belong to the 3d Engr Regt of the

Fourth Gds Mecz Army in Eberswalde. According to reports on transportation

this unit includes at present 40 to 50 track laying amphibious vehicles,

25X1
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Last observations:

15 February. Sixteen amphibious vehicles of this type were unloaded
in Eberswalde.

23 February.. 4 shipment of 15 amphibious vehicles, presumably of this type
passed through Bad Frefnwalde. The shipment came from the direction of
Frankfurt/Oder and proceeded toward Eberswalde.

(3) It remains to be seen whether the engineer regiments of all
mechanized armies will activate units with amphiblous vehicles
of this type. 25X1

Engineer battalions with tanks.

(1) Available information indicates that the engineer battalions of the
motorized rifle corps are equipped with about 4 T-34 tanks.

(2) The U/i Engr Regt of G8FG in Bernburg includes a tank company, presumably
with 10 T-34 or JS tanks.

)‘ ‘the engineer battalion
of the 13th Gds Mecg Div included personnel referred to as "Engineer-
Tankisten" (engineer tank troopers). However, neither in Austria nor
in East-Cermany had it been possible to confirm tanks with the
engineer battalions of the mechanized divisions.

Independent Hv Tank SP Regt.

It could definitely be confirmed that the Indep Hv Tank SP Regtis belonged
to and were subordinate to the rifle armies. The unit was organized as
follows:

regimental headquarters with 2 JS-3 tanks

2 heavy tank battalions, each with 21 JS=2 and JS-3 tanks

1 heavy SP gun battalion with 21 JSU-122 guns

Independent Tank Training Battalion.

The unit is definitely subordinate to the rifle armies and is equipped
with 20 to 30 tanks and SP guns of various types.

Independent Motorcycle Riflemen Regt,

These regiments which ,according to available information, are subordinate
to the mechanized armies, are believed to be organized as follows:

2 medium tank companies
2 motorcycle rifle companies
2 companies with armored personnel carriers and scout cars

Corps AAA Regt.

The organization of this unit is similar to that of the AAA regiments of
the mechanized and tank divisions:

2 batteries, each of 6 x 37~mm guns, totaling 12 x 37-mm AA guns
3 batteries, each of 4 x 85-mm AA zuns, totaling 12 x 85~mm AA guns
1 AA machine gun company, totaling 16 x 12.7-mm AA machine guns

It is expected that the AA machine gun company will be reequippedwith
14.5~mm twin-barreled and four-barreled TSPU-type AA mabhina guns.
Shipments observed indicated that the regiment may include a slightly
larger number of weapons as mentioned above.
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Independent RL Regt.

The rifle corps and mechanized armies are assigned rocket launcher
regiments which, according to available information, are organized
as follows:

2 battalions, each of 3 batteries with 4 guns each, totaling
24 M-31 rocket launchers
1 battalion with 3 batteries, each of 4 guns, totaling
12 M-13 rocket launchers.
or contrary (24 M-13 and 12 M-31 rocket launchers), 25X1

Motor Transport Battalions of the Divisions.

According to available information the

motor transport battalions of the Mtz Rifle Divisons are squipped with
approximately 100 trucks and the motor transport battalions of the mechanized
and tank divisions with approximately 200 trucks.
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